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Hanford Joint Union High School District 
Curriculum Committee Meeting 

District Office • March 10, 2011 (5-L-6)  
AGENDA 

I. Welcome 
 

II. Approval of February, 2011 Minutes 
 

III. Additions to/Approval of the Agenda 
 

IV. 
 
 
 

Curriculum Guides/Courses 
Note:  Any revision to the curriculum guide requires the curriculum guide to be brought forward 
for approval with the revised document. 
 
No guides for review at this time.  
  

Tabled Tabled Curriculum Guides/Courses 
 AP Statistics (new book) — Rebman, Nagatani (April) 
 ASL 1 (new book) — Ayala (tabled from 2009-10) (September) 
 Earth Science A (no guide) — Compagno, Dixon (April) 

 
V. 
 
 
Action 
Action 
Action 
Action 
Action 
 

Textbooks 
New textbooks or new editions of a textbook require the curriculum guide to be brought forward 
for approval with the revised document. 
A. Creative Activities – Booth (HW only) 10th edition  
B. Art 1 – Blevins & Jones 
C. Art 2 – Blevins & Jones 
D. Art 3 – Blevins & Jones 
E. Ceramics – Blevins & Jones 

Tabled Tabled Textbooks 
 Honors World History – Revious-Uhlik, Caudillo (September) 

 
VI. 
Discuss  
Discuss  
Discuss  
Discuss 
Discuss 
 
 
 
Discuss 
 
Discuss 

Discussion/Reports 
A. Benchmarks — Fishbough, Principals 
B. Pacing Guides — Fishbough, Principals 
C. Feeder School Articulation Update — members present 
D. Gail Robinette and Associates — Nagatani, Rebman 
E. Writing Partnership – members present 

a. Cadre 1: 
b. Cadre 2: 
c. Cadre 3: 

F. Professional Development — Fishbough 
a. 2011-12 PD: 

G. AP Testing — Fishbough, Principals 
  

VII. Department Updates 
 English - 
 Social Studies - 
 Math - 
 Science - 
 Visual & Performing Arts - 
 World Languages - 
 PE - 
 Special Education - 
 CTE - 
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 Library - 
 Site Administration - 
 District Administration - 
 Board – 
 

VIII. 
 
 

2010-2011 Curriculum Committee Meeting Dates at the District Office 
March 10, 2011  

 Last meeting for new textbook proposals for approval 
April 14, 2011 
May 12, 2011 

 May 1—schedule all second semester finals in Measures 
 Submit purchase orders for approved and replacement textbooks for 2010-2011 
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Hanford Joint Union High School District 
Curriculum Committee Meeting 

District Office • February 10, 2011 (5-L-6)  
MINUTES 

 
I. Welcome – Bill opened the meeting at 12:03 p.m. and welcomed everyone.  HJUHSD Board of 

Trustee, Sandra Dawson, was introduced.   
 
Voting Members Present:  Carol Bennetts, Jeana Heriman, Cheryl Hunt, Denine Jones, Brian 
Neves, Ellice Blevins, Renee Booth, Bobby Peters, Josephine Rebman, Brian Dull, Roger 
Hartman, Dorothy Crass, Cheryl Silva, Ward Whaley, Sandra Dawson and Bill Fishbough. 
 
Non-voting Members Present:  
 
Visitor(s) Present: None 
 

II. Approval of January, 2011 Minutes – With no corrections, Renee motioned to approve the 
minutes and Bobby seconded the motion.  The minutes were unanimously approved. 
 

III. Additions to/Approval of the Agenda – With no additions, Carol motioned to approve the 
agenda and Ellice seconded the motion.  The agenda was unanimously approved. 
 

IV. 
Action 
 

Curriculum Guides/Courses 
A. Applied Animal Science (revised guide) – This guide returns to the committee for approval 

as presented last month.   Jeana motioned to approve this item and Cheryl H. seconded 
the motion.  This item was unanimously approved.  It will be forwarded for Board 
approval.     

  
Tabled Tabled Curriculum Guides/Courses 

 AP Statistics (new book) — Rebman, Nagatani (April) 
 ASL 1 (new book) — Ayala (tabled from 2009-10) (September) 
 Earth Science A (no guide) — Compagno, Dixon (April) 

 
V. 
Info 
 
 
Info 
 
 
Info 
 
 
Info 
 
 
Info 
 

Textbooks 
A. Creative Activities – Renee presented this 10th Edition textbook for a HWHS course.  The 

current book in use is no longer available.  With no questions, this textbook will return in 
March for approval.   

B. Art 1 – Ellice presented this new textbook and noted our current textbook is about ten 
years old.  We will only purchase classroom sets. With no questions, this textbook will 
return in March for approval.  

C. Art 2 – Ellice presented this new textbook and noted the District does not have a textbook 
for this course.  We will only purchase classroom sets.  With no questions, this textbook 
will return in March for approval.  

D. Art 3 – Denine presented this new textbook and noted the District does not have a 
textbook for this course.  We will only purchase classroom sets.  With no questions, this 
textbook will return in March for approval. 

E. Ceramics – Denine presented this new textbook and noted the District does not have a 
textbook for this course.  We will only purchase classroom sets.  With no questions, this 
textbook will return in March for approval. 

Tabled Tabled Textbooks 
 Honors World History – Revious-Uhlik, Caudillo (September) 

 
VI. 
Discuss  
Discuss  
Discuss  
 

Discussion/Reports 
A. Benchmarks — See report under item (F) below. 
B. Pacing Guides — See report under item (F) below. 
C. Feeder School Articulation Update — Josephine noted the January meeting was canceled 

and has not been rescheduled.   
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Discuss 
 
 
 
 
Discuss 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Discuss 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Discuss 

D. Gail Robinette and Associates — Josephine reported they added about 80 documents into 
the DropBox program created to store common curriculum documents and they are 
happy to have the program up and running.  Mr. Whaley shared he has rescheduled 
both the March and April GRA dates to March 2 and April 6 due to CAHSEE and CST 
testing.  He will email staff later today to notify all.     

E. Writing Partnership 
a. Cadre 1: Jeana reported the first semester curriculum guides only have a few 

areas left to complete.  These documents are currently stored in Google Docs.  
February 18 is the last day for all feedback on the next benchmark.  Pacing 
guide work has also begun.   

b. Cadre 2:  Myndi Hardgrave was the presenter for this month’s meeting.   
c. Cadre 3:  Ellice noted good information was shared by Shannon Johnson-Dull.   

F. Professional Development 
a. February 4, 2011 – Bill shared core teachers began the day with an Intel-Assess 

preview.  English 1 and Algebra 1 staff followed with specific training as they are 
beginning use this semester.  All other staff worked on pacing guides and 
benchmarks, which are progressing well.  Bill stated we are working through the 
Intel-Assess password issues to get more staff on board.  Both English and Math 
already have their long-term passwords.  General discussion relative to Intel-
Assess ensued.  With our current DataWise contract expiring at yearend, Bill 
shared we are looking into other options.  A common complaint relative to 
DataWise is that it is time-intensive.  Principals are currently previewing a new 
company recommended by Intel-Assess.  One concern is safely transferring 
current information over to a new company.  Bobby noted staff can view current 
Intel-Assess draft benchmarks through DropBox.  Bill noted one option for 
revising benchmarks and finals may be to have some staff come in over summer 
break to begin the process.           

b. 2011-12 PD:  Bill shared we are looking at our assessment process to ensure 
we are taking the right path.  The SALT program (a secondary language 
program that also addresses language strategies for the general student 
population) is being considered; however, we are still in the discussion stage.  
Jeana noted learning strategies that can be applied across the curriculum would 
be beneficial. 

G. AP Testing – Bill noted this discussion links back to Pay to Play—charging fees.  The 
District currently requires students to take the AP test to get the bump in grade; 
however, we have suspended the test requirement as this would require student 
payment for test fees.  It was proposed that guides be revised stating students will get 
the grade bump if they successfully complete the course; however, in order to receive 
college credit the student would need to pay the test fee to take the AP test.  Bill noted 
we need to consider setting a cut-off date across the curriculum that restricts transfers 
out of a class after a pre-determined date.  After this date, students would not be 
allowed to transfer due to class impaction.  Many districts have policies such as this.  
Cheryl H. quoted from page 29 of the Course Catalog, “A student who drops a course 
during the first six weeks of the semester may do so without entry in his/her permanent 
record.  A student who drops a course after the first six weeks will receive a drop grade 
and variable units on his/her record”.   She also noted that students who drop an AP 
class in second semester do not get the bump in grade for first semester either.  This 
needs to be made very clear to students and parents.  Jeana noted we could consider 
applying this rule to all honors classes.  Bill noted we need to place students where they 
are best suited for success and stated this item will remain on future agendas for 
ongoing discussion.     

  
VII. Department Updates 

 English – Jeana noted the department is moving along.  She proposed reviewing the 
English 3 textbook situation the District is facing, explaining we are currently dealing with 
different versions at the sites.  The department would like to propose using the current 
textbook as a supplemental book, requiring only class sets.  Carol suggests using the 
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novels as the core textbook in its place.  Bill noted this would be discussed and 
considered.     

 Math – Josephine noted GRA went well and has benchmarks complete and scheduled.  
Pacing Guides are getting done; however, is a bigger job than they first anticipated.   

 Visual & Performing Arts – Denine and Ellice are pleased with the new textbook 
selections.     

 PE – Brian Neves noted benchmarks are complete and they are working on the strength 
training pacing guide.   

 CTE – Renee noted work continues on benchmarks, pacing guides and finals.  All 
pathways are in the process or have met with Advisory groups.  SkillsUSA and FFA 
students are doing very well in competition.   

 Library – Carol noted the California Young Readers is going strong, with kids involved on 
the campuses.   

 Site Administration 
o HHS – Cheryl H. shared the Academic Decathlon Team placed third and noted Curtis 

Wilson volunteered much time to this event.  The Academic Awards and Talent Show 
went well, with 680 students honored on this night.  She explained students earn 
academic cards and can obtain rewards throughout the business community using 
these cards.  Eighth grade registration is going well and continues.  Bill noted that by 
discontinuing parent appointments, we have reduced the time counselors are off of 
our sites.  The eighth grade orientation went very well with standing room only.  All 
freshmen teachers were on hand in the “Meet and Greet area”.    

o HWHS – Bobby noted they had their eighth grade orientation in the cafeteria and was 
well attended with standing room only.  They invited all facilitators to participate and 
elective teachers presented class displays.  Coaches were also available to meet with 
parents.  It was a great night.  Academic awards are scheduled for next Wednesday 
in the cafeteria along with scholarship night.  The scheduling process is beginning.  
Bill shared that early intervention counseling has begun and is going well.   

o SPHS – Roger noted all is going well.  They have their Dramatic Desserts Friday 
night in the multipurpose room.  Honor Awards Night is March 14.  They require 3.5 or 
above for three semesters to earn an academic letter.  First semester award is a pen, 
second semester a t-shirt and third semester is their academic letter.  Textbook 
acquisition may be an issue for this year and he is concerned this may be a bigger 
issue next year in getting the textbooks they need.  He noted Algebra II textbooks 
may be out of print this year.  They may be available through Follett; however, 
teacher resources are usually not available.  Bill noted we will begin working on 
textbooks soon. 

o HNC – Dorothy shared they are doing well in their second semester with benchmark 
testing next week.  They have lost some fifth year seniors as, unfortunately, they are 
no longer as interested in their education. The majority of students; however, are 
doing well and campus is fairly quiet.    

 District Administration  
o Director of HR – Ward noted Cheryl, Bill and Ward are working with principals as the 

March 15 deadline approaches.  We had many classified changes this year.  He is 
happy to report that Ms. Avalos is on board.  We are gearing up for our CPM visit in 
May.  Cheryl S. and Ward have one more human resources class to attend and 
reports they are learning very much.  He is also working on placement testing with 
incoming freshman and thanked the facilitators for their support and assistance with 
this project.   

o Director of Special Ed – Dorothy shared special education transitioning is going well, 
with Leslie assisting her with the transitional meetings.  This change in our process 
allows staff to remain on campus working with our students.  The migrant counselors 
are putting together state university and college trips for our students to provide a 
post-secondary school experience.  Dorothy is happy to report our special education 
secretary is back to work making life much easier for all.   

o Assistant Superintendent – Cheryl S. noted we have no additional news regarding the 
budget at this time.  School Services suggests districts may choose to prepare two 
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different budgets; however, it looks as though we may choose to take one position 
and build upon that with a fall-back plan of using the Jobs Bill funding.  If we choose 
this direction, we could have to make cuts on the next year’s budget depending how 
the state proceeds after the June elections.   

o Superintendent – Bill appreciates this committee’s leadership at the school sites.  He 
notes the wide variety of input and appreciates the support.  The Intel-Assess trainers 
were impressed with our staff during their training last Friday.   

 Board – Sandra shared the meeting was interesting and commented today’s discussions 
were very encouraging.  She noted that creative solutions will make a difference during 
times such as these and she sees much dedication in working with our students.   

 
The meeting was adjourned at  1:12 p.m. 
 

 2010-2011 Curriculum Committee Meeting Dates at the District Office 
March 10, 2011  

 Last meeting for new textbook proposals for approval 
April 14, 2011 
May 12, 2011 

 May 1—schedule all second semester finals in Measures 
 Submit purchase orders for approved and replacement textbooks for 2010-2011 
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